
Home > M > magicology « magalogue    magnetic wood »

magicology
n. The study of the neuroscience behind magic tricks and illusions.

Example Citations:

A couple of years ago, Teller joined a coterie of illusionists and tricksters recruited by
Stephen Macknik and Susana Martinez-Conde, researchers at the Barrow Neurological
Institute in Phoenix, Arizona, to look at the neuroscience of magic. Last summer, that
work culminated in an article for the journal Nature Reviews Neuroscience called
"Attention and Awareness in Stage Magic." Teller was one of the coauthors, and its
publication was a signal event in a field some researchers are calling magicology, the
mining of stage illusions for insights into brain function.
—Jonah Lehrer, "Magic and the Brain: Teller Reveals the Neuroscience of Illusion," Wired,
April 20, 2009

What do you get when you bring scientists and magicians together? Magicology, according
to New Scientist. Magicians often use a range of methods to manipulate and trick the
human mind. So cognitive neuroscientists believe that by teaming up with magicians they
can gain insights into how these tricks work and learn how the mind operates.
—"Science news in brief from around the world," London Lite, December 18, 2008

Earliest Citation:

Over the past couple of years, neuroscientists and magicians have been getting together
to create a science that might be called "magicology". If successful, both sides stand to
benefit. By plundering the magicians' book of tricks, researchers hope to develop
powerful new tools for probing perception and cognition. And if they find any tricks they
can't explain, that could lead to new knowledge about how the brain works.
—Devin Powell, "Magicology: Casting a spell on the mind," New Scientist, December 24,
2008

Notes:
The word magicology has been around for a while in various guises, so what I'm highlighting
here is a new sense of the word. Of the old senses, "the study of magic tricks and illusions" is
the most common, and it dates to about 1970. Other senses include "the anthropological
study of magic as a supernatural power" (1966) and "the use of magic to detect disease,"
which is the earliest sense I could find:

A fellow with a foreign name, claiming to have come from the old "Paradise
of Quacks," London, circulates in San Francisco a newspaper filled with a
great variety of miscellaneous reading, and containing in one corner his
private advertisement as a fortune teller, &c. He offers to read the paste,
present, and future, and to detect disease through "Magicology!"
—"An Impostor Who Should be in the State Prison," Pacific Medical and
Surgical Journal v. 19, 1877
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Twitter Updates
"The stream is winding its way
throughout the Web and
organizing it by *nowness*."
http://tcrn.ch/247 3 days ago

RT @Jeff_Samoray Found the
book Twitter Tips, Tricks, and
Tweets by @wordspy at the
bookstore tonight. I think I need
to get this [Agreed!] 3 days ago

Churchill gene n. A genetic factor
that enables some people to be
more creative while drinking
alcohol. http://is.gd/xdYD 8 days

ago

Twitter bankruptcy n. To unfollow
all one's Twitter friends & start
over. http://is.gd/yQvK Cf email
bankruptcy-http://is.gd/yQvE 9

days ago

flotsametrics n. The use of
floating debris to study ocean
currents. http://wordspy.com
/t/2624.asp 12 days ago

green shoot n. A sign of economic
recovery. http://is.gd/xNw7 [I
found cites going back 1976, so
it's not new, but newly popular]
12 days ago

cosmetic neurology n. The use of
pharmaceuticals to enhance
cognitive function in a healthy
brain. http://wordspy.com
/t/2623.asp 13 days ago

glide path n. The process of




